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	The Smith Family Pledge

Against Violence

Fathers and Sons Project

-modified from Maya Angelou

Because we have forgotten our ancestors our children no longer respect and honor us (their elders).

Because we have lost the path our ancestors cleared, when our children are in danger they cannot escape.
Because we have gotten rid of the God of our ancestors, our children cannot pray.

Because we can’t hear the cries of our ancestors anymore, our children cannot hear us crying.

Because we do not know how to be mothers and fathers, our children are confused and have children they don’t want or know how to take care of.

Because we have forgotten how to love, the enemy is within us and we don’t know how to love, just like the rest of the world.

Therefore, we pledge to bind ourselves again to one another; To give to those of us who are poor,                                                                                         To keep company with the lonely,
To educate those of us who do not know how to read,
To feed those who are starving,
To give clothes to  those who need them ,
To always do good things, knowing that we aren’t just taking care of our brothers and sisters.  We are our brothers and sisters.

In honor of those who worked hard and prayed to God with golden tongues, and in thanks to the same God who brought us out of hopeless sadness,

We make this pledge.

WE = All Black People As One Family

US = Our Parents and Elders
	


BLACK FAMILY PLEDGE AGAINST VIOLENCE

Modified from Maya Angelou’s Black Family Pledge

Due: Session 12
Name _______________________________    Date___________   Cohort Number_____

BECAUSE WE HAVE FORGOTTEN OUR ANCESTORS OUR CHILDREN NO LONGER GIVE US HONOR

BECAUSE WE HAVE BANISHED THE GOD OF OUR ANCESTORS, OUR CHIDREN CANNOT PRAY

BECAUSE WE HAVE ABANDONED OUR WISDOM OF MOTHERING AND FATHERING, OUR CONFUSED CHILDREN GIVE BIRTH TO CHILDREN THEY NEITHER WANT NOR UNDERSTAND

THEREFORE, WE PLEDGE TO BIND OURSELVES AGAIN TO ONE ANOTHER 

TO AVOID ENGAGING IN OR PROMOTING VIOLENCE BY ________________
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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WHEN I HAVE A DISAGREEMENT WITH SOMEONE, I WILL AVOID FIGHTING BY ___________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________
WHEN SOMEONE IS CALLING ME NAMES I WILL ______________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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